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committed in Bangladesh. He rather argued that law enforcers opened fires in self-
defence being attacked by armed criminals. In the first quarters of the year, 34 
people were killed in political violence, including 22 people in March, said the 
report. It said that at 13 people were killed and 551 were injured in 57 incidents of 
internal clashes of the ruling Awami League during the same period. At least 15 
people were lynched during the first three months of the year, said the report. 
The culture of impunity not only retained extrajudicial killings but also kept 
contributing to deteriorating condition in freedom of expression and press, said the 
report. At least 12 journalists were injured and one received threats on life between 
January and March. Four journalists were arrested while five were accused in cases 
believed to have been resulted from their professional work, said the report. 
Under the Digital Security Act, 12 people were arrested in the first quarter of the 
year. Information minister Hasan Mahmud on several recent occasions claimed 
that the press in Bangladesh was enjoying more freedom than any time before. 
Despite several attempts, Asaduzzaman and Hasan Mahmud could not be reached 
for comments. Authorities also cancelled permission twice for the event where 
Booker Prize-winning Indian writer Arundhati Roy was supposed to participate, 
said the Odhikar report. The authorities, however, bowed to public pressure to let 
the world renowned anti-establishment activist to talk eventually and the event was 
held, said the report. As many as 174 women were raped in the three months and 
17 became victims of sexual harassment, said the report. 


