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The United Nations General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development with consent and vote of 193 member states under the General Assembly 
Resolution 70/1 at UNHQ in September 2015. This 2030 Agenda embraces 17 broader 
scale sustainable goals, 169 targets and 242 indicators that provide a universal blueprint 
for an act to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and 
prosperity.  The Goals are interconnected and cross-cutting to one another. 
 
This article focuses on the Goal-16 that is to 'promote peaceful and inclusive societies for 
sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable 
and inclusive institutions at all levels' and with other targets inscribed in other goals. It 
also examines the critical place of police in SDGs and the role of law enforcers to achieve 
Goal 16 and relevant targets. 
 
Background: 
Before SDGs, crime control and community development had distinctively different 
discourse for policymakers and practitioners. The development community allocated only 
a small portion of the development agenda to Police in the name of Security Sector 
Reform (SSR) (Ellison and Pino 2012). However, in recent research of Jarrett Blaustein, 
Nathan W Pino, Kate Fitz-Gibbon and Rob White "Criminology and Sustainable 
Development Goals: The Need for Support and Critique" outlined a crime-development 
nexus for achieving the goals and targets of SDGs. 
 
In this journey of continuous development, police have been playing a supportive role for 
project management for sustainable societies and critical role for development partners 
and their beneficiaries. The SDG platform reduced the gap of individualistic law 
enforcement approach that was in practice since the post-cold war as well as widened the 
scope to work together both for police and development community, institutions like 
UNDP and UNDOC, legal researchers and individual criminologist. 
 
SDG 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions: 
This goal is primarily concerned with criminal justice mechanism in general, for the 



purpose of this article, the police are highly relevant. SDG 16 is recognized as 'peace 
goal' and it is candidly acknowledged that 'there can be no sustainable development 
without peace and no peace without sustainable development'. 
 
Among the 12 targets of this goal, the first two targets are directly related to police 
works. These are: 
 
Target 16.1: Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere 
and it has four indicators in regards to intentional homicide, conflict-related death, 
physical, psychological and sexual violence, and feel safe walking. 
 
Target 16.2: End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and 
torture of children, it comprises three indicators that include the number of physical 
punishment or psychological aggression to children, number of victims of human 
trafficking, the number of young women of sexual violence.   
 
The role of the police is not limited to the above-mentioned goal but extended to other 
cross-cutting issues and goals. 
 
Violence against women: 
Violence against women is one of the most crucial areas of criminological endeavours 
that streamline with Goal 5. The target of end or eliminate discrimination or violence 
against any girls or women in many forms in many places is being implemented by 
Police. These targets provide clear priorities both for the domestic and international 
response for any forms of violence against women. However, ending of eliminating 
violence claims for multi-institutional response, and multi-agency response correlates 
with other SDGs, such as prevention of violence against women can be enhanced if 
poverty is eliminated (SDG 1), if good health and quality education is achieved (SDG 3 
and 4), if inequalities are reduced (SDG 10), and if cities are made safe, reliable, resilient 
and sustainable (SDG 11). 
 
Child labour, human trafficking and safe cities: 
Criminologists and Police have a contributing role to the international community on safe 
child development and smooth grown up. This is somehow sophisticatedly described in 
SDGs. For example, SDG 8.7 (eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery and human 
trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of worst form of labor), SDG 8.8 
(promote safe and secure working environments for all workers, including migrant 
workers, in particular working women, and in those in precarious environment) are 
inherent police agenda for long in many nations. 
 
The Police engagement with SDG 11 (make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable) is as indispensable as community policing. The role and scope 
of police activities in line with the 2030 Agenda are not limited with the traditional 



pattern of policy design but extends the horizon of the new approach to strengthen the 
police, an institution, to enable SDGs in or before time. 
 
Green criminology and environmental crime: 
The National Police has scope to play a significant role to protect biodiversity. One of the 
major concerns is climate change in this mother earth. Obviously, it did happen due to 
environmental crime. This concern is highly focused on our 2030 Agenda for sustainable 
development. 
 
The SDG 14.6.1 (combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing) SDG 15.7 (action to 
end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna, and address both 
demand and supply of illegal wildlife products) and SDG 15.C (combat poaching and 
trafficking of protected species, including by increasing the capacity of local 
communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities) incorporate area of policing 
in many forms along with other multi-agency response. Many green criminologists 
coined some buzzing terminologies that connote our climate change, such as 'ecocide', 
'carbon criminals', 'climate justice'; claims for cutting edge, innovative and futuristic 
police approach. 
 
Pursuing the precious role of Police in the process of implementation of SDGs in general 
and SDG 16.1, 16.2, 5.1, 5.2, 8.7, 8.8, 14.6.1, 15.7,15.C. 11.5,11.7 in particular, the 
National Police claims to be strengthened its capacity, compatibility, and resources to 
address this global renewed response. The 2030 Agenda for sustainable development has 
brought the prospect for National Police organizations to shift the development 
paradigms from recurring expenditure to innovative investment. The more you invest in 
the police, the more you ensure sustainable security. Without sustainable security, the 
preamble declaration of this agenda clearly inscribed that there will be no sustainable 
peace, and without sustainable peace, there will be no sustainable development. 
 


