
THE DAILY OBSERVER 14-05-19 

Funds: A major issue in implementing SDGs 
Syed Ershad Ahmed 

Bangladesh as one of the advancing countries in implementing MDGs has already made 
outstanding progress in different areas of the country and it is heading towards implementing 
appropriate Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at a time when the country is in a graduation 
process of becoming a developing country from its existing least developed country status. 
 
The areas where progress have already made are poverty alleviation, ensuring food security, 
primary school enrolment and gender parity in primary and secondary level education, lowering 
infant and under-five mortality rate and maternal mortality ratio, improving immunization 
coverage, and reducing the incidence of communicable diseases. 
 
But for developments under Sustainable Development Goals or SDGs Bangladesh have already 
incorporated 17 goals out of many ones and its achievement and implementations are heading 
towards a success story. Here I would like to make a brief discussion on 10 major agenda out of 
17 with data support from planning commission under SDGs that we need to improve and take 
necessary steps. I have also projected here several steps taken by the government in 
implementing SDGs and the ways of managing funds for successful projects. 
 
SDG 1: End poverty: 
The progress on reducing extreme poverty measured by $1.90 a day or by national poverty line is 
on track. Progress on reducing poverty (upper poverty line) does not seem to be on track. With 
higher expected growth in the economy it is possible to achieve the 2020 milestone for poverty if 
the increase in income inequality does not offset the impact of higher growth on poverty 
reduction. 
 
SDG 2: End hunger: 
Progress on reducing stunting which stood at 36.1 per cent in 2014 is virtually taken a nosedive. 
Similarly, progress on reducing wasting food which stood at 14.3 per cent is also on track. It will 
require alignment of aid policy in view of SDGs emphasis on international support to agricultural 
transformation. 
 
The government policies and programmes to ensure food security to people some specific 
programmes have been adopted to address specific hunger and nutrition issues which include 
introduction of nutrition fortified rice, distribution of iron-folic supplementation among pregnant, 
lactating women and adolescent girls, Vitamin A distribution for children, de-worming, salt 
iodization, maternity leave for mothers to assist breast-feeding, and implementation of 'wash' 
program emphasizing quality water, sanitation and hygiene. 
 
Challenges to Zero Hunger will be related to the implementation of the Delta Plan 2100 which 
takes account of future uncertainties in climate change, socio-economic development, population 



growth and regional cooperation, addressing hunger in lagging regions and of disadvantaged 
groups, building resilience of poor people and problems emerging from urbanization. 
 
SDG 3: Healthy lives and well-being: 
Though good progress is visible reducing neonatal mortality rate it still requires to further lower 
the rates. Some of the women related targets such as number of medically-trained care providers 
during childbirth, the proportion of currently married women who use modern contraceptive 
method and adolescent are very close to reaching their targets in 2020. 
 
The other areas in the health sector Bangladesh has remained a low HIV/AIDS prevalence and 
incidence country. But it is one of the 30 high TB burden countries in the world, one of the major 
malaria-endemic countries in South East Asia, and one of the top 10 countries in the world with a 
high prevalence of current tobacco use. 
 
Health sector faces considerable challenges concerning increasing access to, improving quality 
of and achieving equity in health care services for all. There is also increased incidence of 
various injuries, drowning, aging and geriatric diseases, the spread of infectious diseases, health 
effects of geo-climatic disasters and arsenicosis and re-emergence of traditional diseases such as 
Malaria and TB. 
 
SDG 4: Inclusive and equitable quality education: 
The proportion of primary school teachers with education degrees has been rising reaching more 
than 80 per cent of total teachers in 2015. The Gross Enrolment Ratio in Pre Primary education 
has been increasing at a slow pace of 1.45 percentage points per annum since 2013. In this 
regard, the government's policy is positive of implementing its policy of access to and training, 
improve quality and relevance of education, reduce inequality in education and leverage on 
knowledge and skills in science, technology and innovation. But despite various government 
efforts and progress achieved in the education sector in different dimensions significant 
challenges still remain. 
 
SDG 5: Gender equality and women empowerment: 
Women and girls aged 15 years and over are becoming victims of different types of violence by 
their current or former intimate partner and also by persons who are not intimate partners. 
Women bear a significantly greater burden of unpaid domestic and care work in the family than 
men. About a quarter of women's daily time is spent on such work. 
 
SDG 6: Clean water and sanitation: 
The success of Bangladesh in achieving MDG targets is well recognized. It is mentioned that as 
part of this recognition our prime minister has been made a member of High-Level Panel on 
Water for SDG which has induced lots of activities in SDG 6 and an action plan has been 
formulated by Ministry of Water Resources. Currently, 87 per cent of the population has access 
to safe water sources and 61 per cent population has access to safe sanitation 
 
SDG 7: Affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy: 
It is heartening to note that Bangladesh is moving steadfastly towards ensuring access of 100 per 
cent households to electricity well ahead of the target time in 2025; it reached 85.3 per cent in 



2017 (91 per cent in 2018 December). Key challenges are still there for implementing the 
government's action pans require huge financing. Need also a standard pricing and subsidy plan 
for gas exploration and energy efficiency. 
 
SDG 8: Sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth and decent work: 
Bangladesh has made an upward shift in the average annual growth rate to more than 7 per cent 
in recent years (FY2015-FY2018) from the above 6 per cent rate over the last decade. The 
estimated unemployment rate in Bangladesh has been closer to 4 per cent for a long time and it 
can be reasonably expected to remain closer to this long run level in the near future. 
 
There is no official data on child labour after 2013. It may be expected that with stronger growth 
and elimination of extreme poverty as well as greater access to education the child labour 
situation will improve in the future. There has been gradual improvement in financial inclusion 
variables in recent years indicating increased access of households and businesses to financial 
services. 
 
Achieving SDG 8 targets are being faced with several key challenges such as increasing 
informality in the job market, high youth unemployment rate, skills demand and supply 
mismatch, a low female labour force participation, low inflow of foreign resources particularly 
FDI, workplace injuries, child labour and problems involving migration of workers. 
 
SDG 9: Resilient infrastructure, sustainable industrialization and innovation: 
The road density per 100 square kilo meters increased to 14.61 kilometres in 2017 from 14.41 
kilometres in 2010. Upgrade of existing roads by constructing additional lanes has been an 
important aspect of road infrastructure development in recent years. The share of manufacturing 
value added in GDP has increased significantly already exceeding the 2020 milestone in 
FY2017. Similarly, manufacturing value added per worker has been increasing but its target for 
2020 is yet to be set. 
 
The share of manufacturing employment in total employment increased up to 2013 and then 
levelled off in the last two years. Whether this is the beginning of a long term phenomenon 
whereby rising value added share will be associated with falling employment share will have to 
wait for judgment. 
 
Total international support to infrastructure has been increasing with some annual fluctuation. 
The proportion of the population covered by the mobile network has reached close to 100 per 
cent in case of 2G technology. In case of 3G technology, the 2020 milestone has already been 
achieved in 2017. But for further innovation and improvement with modern technology there are 
still several bottlenecks like in financing, capacity constraints of implementation agencies, the 
complexity of land acquisition and some other key challenges. Bangladesh in the face of 
vulnerability to natural disasters which are worsening due to climate change impact though has 
been building resilient infrastructure is still inadequate. 
 
SDG 10: Reduced inequalities: 
The Government has been following a pro-poor development strategy which combines 
acceleration of economic growth and reduction of poverty and inequality. While the policies 



have been largely effective in enhancing growth and reducing poverty they have not succeeded 
in reversing the worsening income distribution. According to recently available data, income 
inequality has increased while consumption inequality has remained relatively stable. There have 
been some developments with regard to reducing inter-country income inequality. 
 
Bangladesh has approved Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas Employment Policy in January, 
2016 with a view for ensuring and encouraging safe migration and protection of migrants and 
their families. Foreign direct investment shows an increasing trend with annual fluctuation 
reaching US$ 2454.8 million in 2017. 
Partly it is a problem of the inability to bring all types of incomes under progressive taxation and 
partly a problem of not being able to appreciably increase the share of government expenditure 
on education, health, rural development, and social protection in total government expenditure. 
More focused policies and programs which have a larger impact on reducing inequality have 
been identified. 
 
In the above brief discussion, I have tried to make a picture of Bangladesh's achievement in 
implementing goals under sustainable developments and few challenges ahead. 
 
It is clear that a huge amount of funds are required for the government to further achieve and 
implement goal and it evident that challenges like climate-change, migration, conflict and 
emerging populism cannot be dealt with isolated efforts. Due to the shortage of required fund, 
many countries were not able to make sufficient progress on every single goal under the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). It is noteworthy that out of 169 targets of SDGs, 41 
espouse the issue of international cooperation and under SDGs fund must be available with the 
government and in some cases of public and private partnerships. 
 
For implementing goals under sustainable developments designed by the United Nation 
Bangladesh needs to do a reasonable estimate of costing and mode of financing, assess the cost 
of implementation of SDGs, estimate goal-wise annual additional resource requirements and 
explore the financing strategy to bridge the resource gap. An estimate says SDGs implementation 
over the period of FY 2017-FY 2030 the annual average cost would be USD 66.32 billion for 
this period. 
 
So it is a challenge for the government to finance development projects under sustainable 
development goals and it must seek all the ways from which funds would be available including 
public-private partnerships arrangements. 
The writer is a former president of Foreign Investor's Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
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