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If the anticipated population growth happens mainly in the developing world, as is expected, resources are 
more likely to fall short of the needs of the people, she warned.  
This would not foster national development and individual and family well-being, she noted.  
"Ironically, many countries which have low population growth are shutting their doors to immigrants who 
could take on economic roles which would benefit those countries as well as the immigrants who are 
moving away for a better life and to leave behind the political and economic instability in their own 
countries," Mane added.  
Liu Zhenmin, UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, said the report offers a 
roadmap indicating where to target action and interventions.  
"Many of the fastest growing populations are in the poorest countries, where population growth brings 
additional challenges in the effort to eradicate poverty, achieve greater equality, combat hunger and 
malnutrition and strengthen the coverage and quality of health and education systems to ensure that no 
one is left behind," he added. 
The report also confirmed that the world's population is growing older due to increasing life expectancy 
and falling fertility levels, and that the number of countries experiencing a reduction in population size is 
growing.  
The resulting changes in the size, composition and distribution of the world's population have important 
consequences for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the globally agreed targets for 
improving economic prosperity and social well-being while protecting the environment. 
The world's population continues to increase, but growth rates vary greatly across regions.0 But many 
regions that may experience lower rates of population growth between 2019 and 2050 include Oceania 
excluding Australia/New Zealand (56 per cent), Northern Africa and Western Asia (46 per cent), 
Australia/New Zealand (28 per cent), Central and Southern Asia (25 per cent), Latin America and the 
Caribbean (18 per cent), Eastern and South-Eastern Asia (3 per cent), and Europe and Northern America 
(2.0 per cent). 
According to the report, life expectancy at birth for the world, which increased from 64.2 years in 1990 to 
72.6 years in 2019, is expected to increase further to 77.1 years in 2050.  
While considerable progress has been made in closing the longevity differential between countries, large 
gaps remain.  
In 2019, life expectancy at birth in the least developed countries lags 7.4 years behind the global average, 
due largely to persistently high levels of child and maternal mortality, as well as violence, conflict and the 
continuing impact of the HIV epidemic. 
Asked about the credibility of the figures, Chamie said past UN global projections have been found to be 
impressively close to reality and the current world population projections are expected to be similarly 
reliable and insightful. 
Asked about the longstanding concept of zero population growth (ZPG), he said while ZPG may not be as 
visible as it was in the 1960s, it remains an important goal for many people. 
Without global population stabilisation, governments will increasingly struggle to address critical issues 
including global warming, biodiversity, environmental degradation, as well as shortages of energy, food 
and water supplies. High-growth countries, particularly those in Africa, should endeavour to pass as 
quickly as possible through demographic transition to low death and birth rates as has already been 
realised throughout much of the world, he noted. 
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