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During the last three decades of the 20th century, various models of development have 
been prescribed and experimented to tackle the state of under development in the south 
targeting to catch up with the north. In this context, at the 17th session of the UN General 
Assembly on 25th September 2015, 193 member states have committed to work 
simultaneously and formulated a set of development goals. 
 
The goals are known as the Sustainable Development Goals or SDGs. SDG is a 
transformative, universal agenda with an overarching imperative of 'leaving no one 
behind' and requires each country to commit to her own agenda and priorities with a 
monitoring and reporting mechanism. At the same time, the SDG also puts massive 
challenges to all countries to ensure financing and effective implementation by 
incorporating SDG into the national policies. As of August 2015, there were 169 
proposed targets for these goals and 304 proposed indicators to show compliance. The 
goals are broad and interdependent, yet each has a separate list of targets to achieve.  
 
Arguments of Critics: 
Over the decades there have several positive impacts of development packages prescribed 
for the low-income countries. Critics argued that SDGs also put massive challenges to all 
countries to ensure financing and effective implementation by incorporating SDG into the 
national policies. External development finance and support to developing countries are 
nothing but establishing neo-liberalism which actually sugar-coated neo-colonialism. 
 
However, those initiatives sometimes failed to reach desired targets and created negative 
impacts on economies such debt crisis during the mid-1990s an economic downturn in 
the last part of the 2000s that is still continuing and getting worse facing the latest 
Middle-East- European migration crisis. Critics also said, developed countries will try 
their best to get profit out of their prescription. So, we need to react according to more 
cautions and active in implementing the SDGs.  
 
Challenges of SDGs implementation in Bangladesh: As per observation and study, 



various research organizations directed so many researches on SDGs implementing or 
achieving its goals are very tough and challenging as high ambitious agenda or goals. 
 
Among them No Poverty, Good Health, Quality Education, Gender Equality, Clean 
Water and Sanitation, Reduced Inequalities, Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions and 
Partnership for the Goals are the major goals of SDGs. These goals are interrelated with 
human life and necessary for societal development. Challenges are discussed in the 
following implementing SDGs major goals in Bangladesh. 1. Integration in the national 
planning process: Policy integration: A number of national plans, strategies, and policies 
are in place to integrated 8 goals out of 17 goals are about 20 per cent targets are not 
currently reflected in national priorities. 
 
Better integrated goals are as goals number 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 13, and 17. Although, SDGs 
have lesser integrated goals number are 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, and 16. Challenges for 
prioritization of goals and targets are the main challenges. Methodology yet to be fully 
developed, must integrate Goal 10 (Reduced inequality) and goal no 16 (Peace, justice 
and strong institutions). 
 
Goal no 2, resources mobilization: Financial stability is the key to the successful 
implementation of the SDGs. But Bangladesh is facing a serious problem in financing the 
development projects. The goals are more ambitious and robust compare to MDGs. 
Bangladesh has many unfinished goals in the MDGs. So challenges are more serious as 
we need to try for achieving the new goals set at the same time catching up the old ones.
 
Goal no 3, Institutional mechanisms for implementation: One of the weaknesses of 
MDGs implementation was the absence of dedicated institutional other Government 
organization or NGOs Stakeholders. Existing institutions with monitoring authority to 
GED may serve the purpose but this is not enough. 
 
Data monitoring and evaluation is an important part of proper execution of the 
development agenda. BBS and other data and research bodies can do this job a little bit. 
During MDGs tenure, Bangladesh was in pressure to monitor 8 goals and 20 targets and 
60 indicators. SDGs have 17 goals, 169 targets and over 300 indicators itself a great 
unrealistic agenda which is a big challenge for monitoring, completion, controlling and 
evaluation. 
At that situation, extension develops and reorganization is the great challenge for the 
government. On the other hand, commitments failure of development partners and donor 
countries are the great challenge for the implementation of SDGs as 20 per cent was 
decreased from the previous two years of 2013. But in recent, there are some positive 
developments on SDGs over the last three years. 
 
Goal no 5 emphasises on "Governance", which is a common theme in political science, 
international relations, public sector management, and corporate affairs. Definitions of 



governance are linked to international agencies (e.g. World Bank and Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development) and benchmarks of "good" public governance. 
These benchmarks include accountability, transparency, responsiveness, equity and 
inclusion, effectiveness and efficiency, following the rule of law, and participatory, 
consensus oriented decision making. 
 
Lack of good governance has always been a vital problem to achieve desired 
development for Bangladesh. Corruption is one of the impediments to ensure good 
governance and sustainable development in Bangladesh. The economic effects of 
corruption lead to the reduction of national wealth. A recent TI research shows corruption 
costs almost 2 per cent of the national economy of Bangladesh means GDP. Mauro 
(1995) finds empirically that corruption reduces private sector investment even in 
countries featuring cumbersome economic regulations. Independent judiciary is the pre-
condition of the rule of law. 
 
If it is possible to establish the rule of law, it will be easy to achieve sustainable 
development. 6. Participation and Accountability: Participation is an important aspect of 
achieving desired goals and targets. The participation and accountability flow chart stated 
as under Agenda Setting. Implementation, Monitoring, and Accountability. National 
accountability mechanism: Government (executive and bureaucracy), Public 
Representative, Civil Society, Knowledge Community, Private Sector, and Development 
Partners. SAP and PRSP failed to give derived result due to participation and 
accountability problems. So it is also a challenge for Bangladesh like mode of 
participation, an instrument for enforcing accountability and role of a public 
representative.  
 
Despite several political and environmental challenges, Bangladesh is on the right track 
to achieve SDGs by 2030. Bangladesh has a good platform for attaining the goals. 
Bangladesh is one of the fastest growing economies among countries. The country has 
made notable progress during the tenure of MDGs. This country is performing well in 
various aspects including poverty reduction, gender equality, electricity, sanitation, and 
annual GDP growth. We are performing well in attaining many targets of the SDGs. If 
the private and public sectors, Civil Society and NGOs work together, then we can 
achieve the goals by the defined time. Now we need support and encouragement. 
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