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The 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda which follows the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is of 
assorted new scope, capacity and ambition, applicable to all countries, and goes well beyond the MDGs. While 
poverty eradication, health, education, employment and food security and nutrition remain priorities, the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) comprise a broad range of economic, social and environmental objectives, and offer the 
prospect of more peaceful, prosperous and inclusive societies. 
 
Under this backdrop, in 2015 all countries came together under the auspices of the United Nations and agreed 
unanimously on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The agenda is centred on inclusion, pluralism and 
the rights of all. The vision and proposed activities in education under the 2030 Agenda, popularly known as the 
Education 2030 Agenda has been reflected as SDG 4 with 10 targets. It is expected by many in world that the 
success of other SDGs, such as in health, growth and employment, sustainable consumption and production, climate 
change and humanitarian response, and peace, values, and good governance, is also linked with the education goal. 
In this context, SDG 4 or the Education Agenda will be reviewed for the first time during this year's High Level 
political Forum (HLPF). 
 
Meanwhile Asia South Pacific Association for Basic and Adult Education (ASPBAE), which works closely with 
UNESCO and other agencies of the United Nations has reviewed the civil Society Spotlight Reports on SDG 4 
developed by national education coalitions in 16 countries in the Asia-Pacific Region and launched during the side 
event on 'Education to End Inequality and Promote Peace' of the High Level Political Forum (HLPF) this month on 
July 10 in New York. These reports highlight the concerns and aspirations of the most marginalised and excluded 
groups and the nature of civil society engagement in the official SDG-SDG 4 processes at the country level. 
 
ASPBAE members who developed the Spotlight Reports include Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Timor Lester, 
Vanuatu, and Vietnam. 
This activity on the part of ASPBAE and national education coalitions is especially important. ASPBAE review on 
the findings of the Country Spotlight Reports are helpful and to mention a few from it are: SDG 
committees/working groups/task forces have been set up in all countries.  o Five (5) of 16 countries committees set 
up at the highest level, directly under the Office of the Prime Minister or President. o Twelve (12) of 16 countries 
have adopted a national SDG policy framework; four (4) with a clear and comprehensive implementation strategy 
and action plan.  o Education Ministries have been playing critical roles in the SDG 4 rollout; 7 of 12 Ministries 
have designated focal units/persons. o (4 of 16 countries), have legislation and with parliamentary committees on 
SDGs 3 of 16 have.  o Only five (5) of 16 countries have institutionalised Government-CSO coordination 
mechanisms on the SDGs/SDG 4. o Most countries have no clear estimate on the financial requirements for 
achieving SDG 4. o 13 of 16 coalitions cited the adoption of laws, policies, and plans on the SDGs and SDG 4.  o 4 
Coalitions mentioned indicator system, data generation and information management.  
 
In Bangladesh, the Bureau of Educational Information and Statistics (BANBEIS) has developed the National 
Indicator Framework (NIF) for education and also identified additional indicators for the localization of SDG 4 and 
the facilitation of data-driven policy decisions in education. 
 
SDG report of Bangladesh 
Bangladesh has achieved macroeconomic stability through a consistent trend of economic progress.  In addition to 
the National Education Policy 2010 and complementing supportive documents, the Seventh Five Year Plan (7th 
FYP 2016-2020) seeks to increase the growth rate to reach 8 per cent by the end of the 7thFYP in 2021 and reduce 
poverty to 13.6 per cent. 
 
The quality of the labour force in terms of general education, as well as scientific and technical skills, is the most 
crucial factor for increasing productivity, improving competitiveness, and securing sustainable gains in employment, 



income and poverty reduction. The Government of Bangladesh has taken the Sustainable Development Goals as a 
core agenda since its inception and has taken a number of initiatives around it, along with SDG 4.  
 
Immediately after the adoption of the SDGs, the Honourable Prime Minister appointed a Principal Coordinator for 
SDG Affairs to coordinate among the key actors at the ministry level; there is one focal point and one alternative 
focal point for SDG-related issues. Three officials in the Ministry of Primary and Mass Education, Secondary and 
Higher Education Division, and Technical and Madrasa Education Division were appointed as focal points, while 
three alternative focal points have been assigned in the Ministry of Primary and Mass Education and two divisions 
of the Ministry of Education. 
 
The Seventh Five-Year Plan was almost ready when the SDGs were adopted, but the government has taken more 
efforts to align the plan with the SDGs. The General Economic Division of the Ministry of Planning has played a 
critical role in internalising the SDGs within the planning process of the government. The GED has carried out a 
number of initiatives, including the mapping of ministries by targets, for the implementation of the SDGs and their 
alignment with the 7th Five Year Plan, SDGs Financing Strategy, and Monitoring and Evaluation Framework, 
among others. This contributed to the state-level readiness and the development of an annual performance 
agreement by the Ministries and concerned government agencies. Moreover, under the leadership of Ministry of 
Education (MOE) and Ministry of Primary and Mass Education (MOPME), the government has developed an SDG 
4 Strategic Framework for Bangladesh. 
 
SDG 4 progress    
The strategic coordination of the SDGs is led by the Prime Minister's Office, demonstrating high-level political 
commitment which is supported by the Ministry of Planning, particularly the General Economic Division. The 
implementation of the National Education Policy 2010 and 7th Five Year Plan, Primary Education Development 
Programme (Phase 3 & 4), and Secondary Education Development Programme are instrumental for achieving SDG 
4.  
 
To ensure effective implementation, the Government of Bangladesh has given special emphasis on technical and 
vocational education. It has separated the Ministry of Education by establishing two divisions, namely the 
Secondary and Higher Education Division (SHED) and Technical and the Madrasa Education Division (TMED). 
 
Currently, five years of publicly funded basic education is free only in Government Primary Schools but secondary 
education is fee paying. About 95.88 per cent of secondary level learners are dependent on private education 
institutions. However, a large portion of these private schools receive salary subsidy from the government. 
 
Although Bangladesh has made progress in the primary level enrolment and in achieving gender parity in secondary 
level, the transition to post-primary is still low. Thirty per cent of the children have not transitioned to secondary 
level at the right age. Participation in technical and vocational education also remains a big challenge.  
 
Understanding and motivation for participation in TVET, as well as in skills development programmes, are lacking.
Girls' participation in tertiary level is also relatively low. Quality remains the biggest challenge across all levels. 
Attracting qualified, motivated, and trained teachers proves to be challenging, and providing them with a congenial 
working environment, decent pay, and adequate time for preparation by a teacher policy are yet to be achieved. 
 
Heads of states and governments as stated earlier will gather again at the United Nations in New York in September 
24-25 for the first Global Summit on the Sustainable Development Goals since the adoption of the 2030 agenda in 
2015. The Spotlight Report on the SDG 4 by 16 countries including Bangladesh hopefully will get due credence 
there.  The role of teachers and parents as contributors to policy development and the fulfilment of national 
education goals expectedly will be Daly recognised. The issues of allocation of adequate resources to support the 
continuing training and career path for teachers, along with provision of congenial atmosphere for the learners and 
decision to ensure empowerment of both the parents and teachers in school management in accordance with the 
School Leadership programme suggested by UNESCO will be adopted there. All such actions if undertaken will 
kindle new rays of hope. 
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