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Draft press council bill proposes ad block, 

financial penalties  
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The draft ‘Bangladesh Press Council Bill, 2019’ proposed financial penalties and 

suspension of both public and private advertisements against the errant print and online 

newspapers, officials said. 

In addition, the proposed act retained a provision of the current act that stated that the 

council would have no power to make inquiry into any matter that remained pending in a 

court of law, they added. 

Journalists associations’ leaders said that the proposed act would make the council 

dysfunctional further as the longstanding demand for not litigating against journalists in 

courts for news-related errors was ignored. 

They also said that introduction of financial penalties in the proposed act would 

jeopardise the press freedom. 

Prepared by the ministry of information, the proposed act aimed at replacing the Press 

Council Act 1974 and would empower the council to impose maximum Tk 10 lakh as a 

fine if any print or online newspaper is found violating the ethics of journalism, said the 

officials. 

The council will also have the right to suspend both public and private advertisements to 

errant print and online newspapers for maximum one year, they said. 

The proposed act retained the provisions of ridiculing editors and reporters as well as 

asking them to seek apology to the petitioners as stated in the current act promulgated 44 

years ago. 

Officials said that the proposed act also retained other provisions like appointment of the 

chairman and members of the council and its other functions. 
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They said that the draft has been sent last week seeking opinions from the ministry of 

law, the ministry of public administration, the ministry of finance and the press council. 

Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalist faction secretary general M Abdullah while 

commenting on the proposed act said they were deeply concerned about the proposed 

measures as it would make the council completely dysfunctional. 

He deplored the move and said the government was trying to use the council to control 

the media although the main aim of it was to ensure press freedom. 

Last year, the journalists associations also protested against the enactment of the Digital 

Security Act aiming at strengthening government by vesting it the power to curb the 

freedom of press and freedom of speech in the country. 

They termed the act ‘anti-people’ and said such law does not exist in any other country. 

In the World Press Freedom Index 2019, released by Reporters Sans Frontiers in April, 

Bangladesh slipped four steps and become lowest among the South Asian countries in the 

ranking. 

The country was ranked at 150th place among 180 countries as Bangladeshi journalists 

have been among the leading collateral victims of the tough methods adopted by the 

ruling Awami League on its way to be re-elected in late 2018, according to the Paris-

based press advocacy group. 

Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalist faction president Molla Jalal said their 

suggestion to not make the council a training institute also went unheeded. 

He said the Press Institute Bangladesh was already there for the purpose. 

Immediate past secretary general of the same faction Omar Faruk said they were 

surprised to know that the provision of litigating against journalists in courts for news-

related errors was proposed in the new act. 

He said the policymakers assured the journalists associations’ leaders that the 

controversial provision would be repealed. 

 


