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Dhaka gives new list of 50,000
Diplomatic Correspondent | Updated at 11:20pm on October 15, 2019

The government on Tuesday handed over a list of 50,000 more Rohingyas to Myanmar for

verification for facilitating their return to Rakhine state, although the Myanmar authorities were

allegedly apathetic in clearing the names eligible for repatriation.

The new list was handed over as a part of a China-led tripartite plan to start repatriation of Rohingya

people at the earliest, according to diplomatic sources.

Myanmar ambassador in Dhaka Lwin Oo received the list of 50,000 Rohingya people from foreign

ministry’s director general for Myanmar wing Delwar Hossain at the ministry, said foreign ministry

officials.

It was for the fourth time the Bangladesh authorities handed over a list for verification of forcibly

displaced Myanmar nationals for facilitating their return.

Earlier, the government  separately handed over three lists of over 55,000 Rohingya people in last one

year and a half. Only 8,834 people from the first three lists were cleared for going back to Rakhine.

The first list of 8,032 people was handed over in February 2018 and the Myanmar authorities cleared

5,384 people out of them. They declared 2,431 people of the first list ineligible for going back to the

country. The Myanmar government declared 68 people on the first list as ‘terrorists’.

The second list of 22,432 people was handed over in October 2018 with only 3,450 people were cleared

so far for return.

Not a single person from the third list of 25,048 Rohingya people handed over in July this year was

cleared for going back to Rakhine.

Bangladesh and Myanmar signed at least three instruments on facilitating return of the Rohingya

people.

Two attempts to start the much-sought-after repatriation were failed as none of the Rohingya people

showed up to leave Bangladesh as, according to many of them, Myanmar was yet to create

environment conducive for return of Rohingya people with assurance for granting them citizenship,

security and safety and freedom of movement.
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More than 7,00,000 Rohingyas, mostly women, children and aged people, entered Bangladesh after

fleeing unbridled murder, arson and rape during ‘security operations’ by the Myanmar military in

Rakhine, what the United Nations denounced as ethnic cleansing and genocide, beginning from August

25, 2017.

The latest Rohingya influx took the number of undocumented Myanmar nationals and registered

refugees from that country in Bangladesh to about 11,16,000, according to estimates by UN agencies

and Bangladesh foreign ministry.

Myanmar and Chinese ambassadors in Dhaka and foreign ministry’s director general for Myanmar

wing were members of the tripartite body at the official level formed at a meeting of foreign ministers

of the three countries in New York in September during UN General Assembly.
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