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Aquaculture helped 20 lakh escape poverty: study
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About twenty lakh people have walked out of poverty by cultivating fish in Bangladesh between 2000

and 2010, revealed an International Food Policy Research Institute study released on Sunday.

The study said that almost 10 per cent of 1.8 crore people who escaped poverty in ten years from 2000

managed to do so because of aquaculture.

It is because of the aquaculture that protein intake increased among Bangladeshis significantly over

the period as fish became more affordable to poor people because of rapid increase in its production,

said the study.

‘This growth happened because of high domestic demand,’ said Shahidur Rahman, co-author of the

study titled ‘The making of a blue revolution in Bangladesh.’

The book was launched at a ceremony at a hotel in Dhaka in the afternoon. 

The study said that the share of aquaculture in overall production of fish rose to 47 per cent in 2015

from 30 per cent in 2000.

The production increase was reflected in per capita fish consumption which was 18.1 kg in 2010

compared to 13.4 kg in 2000, said the study.

Shahid said that the per capita fish consumption has been increasing and stood at 23 kg in 2017.

In 1980, per capita fish consumption was only 6.6 kg, he said.

Shahid said that the domestic fish demand was almost met with aquaculture and that the time had

arrived for the government to seriously think about exporting fish.

‘This is a success story created by the farmers. The researchers have just discovered it,’ said power

division senior secretary Kaikaus Ahmad.

He said that Bangladesh is ranked third in the world in terms of total fish production.

Bangladesh still had a long way to go in terms of fish productivity for it produces maximum 70 tonnes
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per hectare whereas Vietnam produces at least 300 tonnes per hectare.

‘Vietnam shows us where we need to improve,’ said planning minister Abdul Mannan.

Prime Minister’s energy adviser Tawfiq-e-Elahi Chowdhury, Bangladesh Institute of Development

Studies director general KAS Murshid, and fisheries and livestock secretary Raisul Alam Mondal and

Xiaobo Zhang, another co-author of the study, also attended the book launching ceremony.
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