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Gender equality is the goal, while gender neutrality and gender equity are practices and ways of thinking that help in achieving
the goal. Gender parity, which is used to measure gender balance in a given situation, can aid in achieving gender equality but is
not the goal in and of itself. Gender equality is more than equal representation; it is strongly tied to women rights, and often
requires policy changes. Gender equality is achieved when women and men enjoy the same rights and opportunities across all
sectors of society, including economic participation and decision-making, and when the different behaviors, aspirations and needs
of women and men are equally valued and favoured.
Sustainable development relies on ending discrimination toward women and providing equal opportunities for education and
employment. Gender equality has been conclusively shown to stimulate economic growth, which is crucial for so-called
developing countries. Gender equality is when people of all genders have equal rights, responsibilities and opportunities.
Everyone is affected by gender inequality - women, men, trans and gender diverse people, children and families. It impacts people
of all ages and backgrounds. We need gender equality urgently. Gender equality prevents violence against women and girls. It's
essential for economic prosperity. Societies that value women and men as equal are safer and healthier. Gender equality is a
human right. Everyone benefits from gender equality.
Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Empowering women and promoting gender equality is crucial to accelerating sustainable development. Ending all forms of
discrimination against women and girls is not only a basic human right, but it also has a multiplier effect across all other
development areas.
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) aim to build on these achievements to ensure that there is an end to discrimination
against women and girls everywhere. There are still gross inequalities in access to paid employment in some regions, and
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significant gaps between men and women in the labor market. Sexual violence and exploitation, the unequal division of unpaid
care and domestic work, and discrimination in public decision making, all remain huge barriers. Ensuring universal access to
sexual and reproductive health, and affording women equal rights to economic resources such as land and property, are vital
targets to realizing this goal. There are now more women in public office than ever before, but encouraging more women leaders
across all regions will help strengthen policies and legislation for greater gender equality.
Gender equality and the empowerment of women
The importance of gender equality and women's empowerment, particularly women's economic empowerment, is at the core of
UNIDO's mandate. Enhancing the role of women as drivers of poverty reduction, promoting female investors and entrepreneurs,
and recognizing the link between gender equality and safeguarding the environment all promote inclusive and sustainable
industrialization, and directly contribute to SDG 9 on industry, innovation and infrastructure, and to SDG 5 on gender equality.
Educating and investing in women and girls has a multiplier effect on productivity, efficiency and economic growth. But
economically strengthening women is not only a means by which to spur and sustain inclusive industrial development. It is also a
matter of advancing women's human rights. Targeting gender equality and women's economic empowerment is not only important
from the perspective of realizing women's rights but is also smart economics. Women are key agents of change and when women
and men are equal, economies grow faster; less people remain in poverty, and the overall well-being of people increases.
Harnessing women's potential as economic actors, leaders and consumers results in higher levels of industrialization and more
sustained growth rates.
SDG 5 targets
* End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere.
* Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and private spheres, including trafficking and sexual
and other types of exploitation.
Gender equality helps prevent violence against women and girls and makes our communities safer and healthier. It is a human
right and it is good for the economy.
Gender equality prevents violence against women and girls
Gender inequality is a root cause of violence against women. The four main drivers of violence against women are:
* Condoning violence against women
* Men's control of decision-making and limits to women's independence
* Rigid gender roles and stereotypes
* Male relationships that emphasize aggression and disrespect towards women. The best way to prevent violence against women
is to promote gender equality.
Women and girls, everywhere, must have equal rights and opportunity, and be able to live free of violence and discrimination.
Women's equality and empowerment is one of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, but also integral to all dimensions of
inclusive and sustainable development. In short, all the SDGs depend on the achievement of Goal 5.
Gender equality by 2030 requires urgent action to eliminate the many root causes of discrimination that still curtail women's
rights in private and public spheres. For example, discriminatory laws need to change and legislation adopted to proactively
advance equality. Eliminating gender-based violence is a priority, given that this is one of the most pervasive human rights
violations in the world today. While families, societies and economies depend on this work, for women, it leads lower earnings
and less time to engage in non-work activities. In addition to equal distribution of economic resources, which is not only a right,
but accelerates development in multiple areas, there needs to be a fair balance of responsibility for unpaid care work between men
and women.
UN Women acts to empower women and girls across all its programmes and advocacy. With stepped up action on gender
equality, every part of the world can make progress towards sustainable development by 2030, leaving no one behind. Gender
equality is globally the most common form of inequality and remains a major obstacle to the eradication of poverty. We
specifically focus on gender equality as a means to significantly reduce inequalities and empower people living in extreme
poverty to improve their lives.
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