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Dhaka has been grappling with air pollution for a long time. Recently Dhaka has been ranked the second 

worst in Air Quality Index (AQI) by Dhaka US consulate at US Embassy Dhaka had a score of 191, 

which means the air quality was unhealthy.  When the score is between 101 and 150, the air is classified 

as unhealthy for sensitive groups. However, a score between 151 and 200 means that the air is unhealthy, 

and when the number is between 201 and 300, the air is classified as very unhealthy. 

In a report by US-based Environmental Protection Index (EPI) on the environment performance by the 

government of 180 countries, Bangladesh ranked 179, having slipped down by 40 places from the year 

2010 to 2018. The report was published in September last year. Bangladesh National Ambient Air Quality 

Standard guidelines say the presence of particulate matters (PM) 10 in the air should remain within 150 

microgram per cubic metre (mg/m3) within 24 hours and that of PM2.5 within 65 mg/m3. 

In January this year, the average concentration level of PM10 was 104-401 mg/m3 and that of PM2.5 was 

87-229 mg/m3 in the capital, according to the  DoE, which measures the air quality under its Clean Air 

and Sustainable Environment (CASE) project. A study by an individual environment researcher found 

that the capital's air quality category ranged between "unhealthy" and "extremely unhealthy" for 165 days 

in 2014. The duration increased to 173 days in 2015, 185 days in 2017, 197 days in 2018 and 197 days in 

2019. 

The sad reality is that most people in Dhaka do not know how horrible the air of the city they live in. Do 

we know exactly how poisonous and how dangerous is it? The index predicts airborne cities in the world 

with the amount of harmful substances floating in certain colours and air (weight gas, hydrogen sulphide, 

lead, nitrogen dioxide, sulphur dioxide and carbon monoxide). The index is marked with green if the air is 

good, yellow if good, orange for some, unhealthy for everyone, red for the unhealthy for everyone, and 

purple if very unhealthy. Purple colour has often been seen, meaning it is extremely unhealthy. Then it 

was more red or unhealthy. Dangerous colours have been shown to last longer than red.  

In other countries, widespread measures are taken when the air index is dangerous, even unhealthy. 

Unfortunately, in our country the measures taken are not enough. is In order to complete the city's 

development work, existing environmental laws are also being followed. The AQI is shown in the air 

quality of the neighbouring countries of India in five cities. School-college holidays are only available if 

the air is dangerous or unhealthy. Despite the dire situation of air pollution in the capital city itself, none 

of the authorities concerned have any headaches. No government agency does much work on the issue in 

the country. There is no program for the two city corporations, the Department of Disaster Management 

and the Weather Department to reduce air pollution.  

According to breathelife2030.org, the air in Dhaka was 5.7 times above the safe pollution level, set out by 

the World Health Organization. The breathelife2030.org is a platform which combines public health and 

climate change expertise on implementing solutions to air pollution. The WHO is the custodial agency for 



the Sustainable Development Goal Indicator to substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses 

from air pollution by 2030. The distribution of the seven million deaths is largely uneven with the vast 

majority of the pollution-induced deaths being taking place on the poorer countries. 

 "Pakistan, Bangladesh and India, on the other hand, have experienced the steepest increases in air 

pollution levels since 2010," adds the report styled Global Air/2018 Report published by the Health 

Effects Institute (HEI). More than 95 percent of global population is breathing unhealthy air and the 

poorest nations are the worst victims, according to the report, which further says long-term exposure to air 

pollution contributed to an estimated 6.1 million deaths around the globe in 2016. 

According to the DoE and the World Bank, brick kilns are responsible for 56 percent of air pollution in 

the country. The government enacted a law last year to make these kilns environment-friendly, but a 

recent report indicated that of the 7,772 brick kilns across the country, 2,123 are yet to adopt the required 

modern and environment-friendly technology. "The major sources of outdoor air pollution in Bangladesh 

are brick kilns and development activities, especially construction work. 

Without the proper amount of oxygen in the air, the existence of the animal and plant world is 

endangered. Excessive carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, lead, nitrogen, hydrocarbon, benzene, sulphur 

and photo-chemical oxidants present in the capital's air are particularly harmful to the organism. Carbon 

dioxide levels rise in the air due to black smoke in vehicles and factories, combustion of fuel, 

desertification, etc. 

Brick is also one of the major sources of pollution. Black smoke and toxic chemicals are being swept 

away in the capital Dhaka, with defective buses, bay taxis and reconditioned cars destroying the 

environment. Uncontrolled black smoke in the factory produces the most carbon-monoxide-like 

poisonous gas in the air. Hydrogen sulphide produced from the leather industry, paint factory, chemical 

laboratory, unhealthy public toilet, is a threat to the survival of organisms. 

Asbestos is contaminated with dirt, cigarette smoke and pesticide spray particles from the construction of 

houses, roads, roadways, and infects various types of allergic diseases, including cancer in the human 

body. According to a US-based survey, lead pollution in Dhaka's air is at least a thousand times higher 

than the acceptable levels of the United Nations. That is why people living in Dhaka city are constantly 

suffering from various respiratory and lung diseases. 

The presence of gaseous pollutants, like Carbon dioxide (CO2), Carbon Monoxide (CO), Sulphur Dioxide 

(SO2), Nitrogen Oxide (NOx), Ozone (O3) and Methane (CH4) has been found by the DoE in the air of 

Dhaka city in alarming quantity. But what is more alarming is the presence of fine dust (particulate 

pollutants or Particulate Matters) of Sulphate, Nitrates, Ammonia, Sodium Chloride, Black Carbon and 

mineral in the air, says DoE director, Md Ziaul Haque. Most damaging particles are of the sizes of 10 

microns diameter and smaller (PM 10 and 2.5) as they can penetrate and lodge deep inside the lungs. 
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