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2cr ultra poor can’t afford 1,805-calory food a day 
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At least 2.5 crore people in Bangladesh are malnourished, with such population haivng increased by

seven lakh in 10 years, according to World Food Security and Nutrition Status report 2017.

About 11.13 per cent of the country’s population, that is  two crore people are ultra-poor and another

10.67 per cent, that is 1.55 crore people are poor, according to the Planning Commission’s estimates

done in 2018.

Due to poverty, two crore ultra-poor have no ability to buy 1,805-calory food per day and another 1.55

crore poor people lack the ability to buy 2,122-calory food each day.

On an average, the desirable calorie intake for an adult man in Bangladesh is 2,430 cal per day,

according to the FAO.

Presenting the data at a national council in the capital’s IEB auditorium on Wednesday, the Right to

Food Bangladesh, a network that campaigns for food and nutrition for all the citizens, demanded a law

to ensure food and nutrition for all.

‘Poverty, that directly influences dietary behavior, is leaving a large number of people malnourished,’

said  Right to Food Bangladesh  coordinator Kaniz Fatema in her keynote paper.

Citing different studies and reports, she said due to malnutrition, at least 44 per cent women of the

country suffer from anemia, 32.6 per cent babies are born with low weight, 36.1 per cent children get

stunted and 14.3 per cent children are thin.

The constitution of Bangladesh and the National Food Policy made it obligatory to ensure food and

nutrition to all the citizens.

‘A legal binding should be in place to ensure  food and nutrition to all in the pattern of laws enacted by

India, Nepal and other developing countries’, said Fatema.

‘It’s a timely demand when we are heading to become a middle income country by 2021,’ she said.

Lawyer Jyotirmoy Barua said as there was no specific  law to follow in Bangladesh the stipulations of

the Constitution and the policies adopted by the government left little scope for  judicial intervention
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to ensure food and nutrition to the citizens.

He said a law was needed to make it obligatory for the government to ensure food and nutrition to all.

Economist MM Akash said as the country lacked public food distribution mechanism and social safety

net programmes like rationing,  irregularities bedevil subsidized food sales.

He called for making a draft law under public initiative to pressurize the government to enact the law.

Chairing the session Right to Food Bangladesh chairman and economist Kazi Khaliquzzaman said the

government needs to increase the citizens buying capacity.

He said there was plenty of production of meat, fish, vegetables and other foods but they are not

accessible to a large number of people due to poverty.

He said fair price of crops should be ensured to  the growers.
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