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‘Need to work together to curb violent extremism’  

 

Jatiya Sangsad Speaker Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury speaks at the inauguration of National Conference 
on Preventing/ Countering Violent Extremism 2019 at International Convention City Bashundhara 
(ICCB) in the capital on Monday. - SUN PHOTO  
Speaker Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury on Monday said all need to work together to prevent violent 
extremism as it has emerged as a threat to all globally. “No one is born as extremist, rather circumstances 
lead people astray. Terrorist financing must be stopped first to curb extremism in the country” she said. 
She made the statement at the inaugural ceremony of the two-day ‘National Conference on 
Preventing/Countering Violent Extremism’ at International Convention City Bashundhara (ICCB) in the 
capital. The United States Embassy, the Bangladesh Police Counter Terrorism and Transnational Crime 
Unit (CTTCU) and the United Nations jointly organised the conference. Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury 
said eliminating extremism will not be achievable without public awareness, therefore she requested the 
general people to work together in this endeavor. International Affairs Advisor to the Prime Minister Dr 
Gowher Rizvi said eliminating extremism might not be possible for the Bangladesh government without 
the assistance of the international community. Gowher Rizvi said: “Three years ago, there was a surge in 
extremism in the country. However, the situation was tackled due to the combined efforts by everyone.” 
“We must continue this drive to prevent extremism, but it will not be possible to get rid of extremism 
completely without the support of the international community” he added. UN Resident Coordinator 
(UNRC) in Bangladesh Mia Seppo, and CTTCU Chief Monirul Islam, among others, attended the event. 
During the conference, participants will showcase their ideas and efforts to prevent and counter violent 
extremism and prepare a draft, National CVE Strategy, to be submitted to the government of Bangladesh. 
For the last few years, Bangladesh has been battling with violent extremism and militancy in the country. 
The whole country was astonished when a grisly terror attack was carried out on the Holey Artisan 
Bakery in Dhaka’s Gulshan area on July 1, 2016. The attack left 22 people dead, including 17 foreigners.  

 


