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The High Court Division on Tuesday directed the government to submit in 60 days a report about

foreigners working in Bangladesh with and without work permits and how much tax they pay

annually.

A bench of Justice M Enayetur Rahim and Justice Md Mostafizur Rahman also directed the government

to inform it in the same report about the number of foreigners working or doing businesses in

Bangladesh.    

The bench in a ruling also asked the government to explain in four weeks why its inaction in enforcing

the law on the foreigners to obtain work permits would not be declared as illegal.

The ruling also asked the government to explain why it would not directed to ensure that no foreigner

would be allow to work in Bangladesh  without work permit.

Bangladesh Investment Development Authority’s executive chairman, secretaries of  the ministries of

home and finance, National Board of Revenue chairman, Bangladesh Export Processing Zone executive

chairman and NGO  Affairs’ Bureau director general were asked to reply to the ruling and submit

reports. 

The court passed the order after hearing a public interest litigation writ petition filed by Supreme

Court lawyer Monjur Nahid.

Petitioner’s lawyer Aneek R Haque submitted that about 4,50,000 foreigners mostly from India,

Pakistan, Sri Lanka, China, Taiwan, South Korea and some European and African countries are now

work in Bangladesh.

He submitted that local experts were not getting the right positions at textile and garment sectors

since foreign nationals were recruited to the highest posts flouting the guideline issued in 2011

required that the foreign employees would not exceed five per cent in the industrial sector and 20 per

cent in the commercial sector including the managerial posts in any enterprise.   

He submitted that the Indians working without work permits illegally remitted  $10 billion in 2017

through illegal channels.
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He also submitted that in 2017, Bangladesh was the 4th largest remittance source for India.

In February 2018, parliament was informed that a total of 85,486 foreign nationals were working in

different sectors in the country.

In September Bangladesh Investment Development Authority officials said that the number of foreign

employees registered with the agency was around 20,000.

Until March 2018, the authority issued 7,642 new industrial work permits to foreigners in past five

years while it also renewed work permits for 11,059 foreign nationals in that period.

The authority also issued some 5,500 new commercial work permits and renewed some 6,300 permits

in the past five years.

About 5 lakh foreigners were working in Bangladesh and about 1 lakh of them were registered with

Bangladesh Investment Development Authority, Bangladesh Export Processing Zones Authority and

NGO Affairs Bureau, according to a research titled ‘Employment of Expatriates and its Alternatives in

the RMG Sector of Bangladesh’ conducted by Centre of Excellence for Bangladesh Apparel Industry.

On December 12, 2017, the then finance minister, AMA Muhith, said that the government wanted to

raise mid-level managerial experts for the growing textile and leather industries to check the outflow

of fund by foreign employees, especially Indians.

Muhith told reporters that the amount was whopping $5 billion annually.
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